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. .  , L ,  ' Before the Federal Eiection Commission of the UniteddStates ..:: I ii i~ i.,i,( ..' 
Washington State Democratic Centrai Committee, 

v. 

L1 

Washington State Repuhiican Party, 
Respondtxt 

P.0. Boz 4027 

STATTLI. WA 98104 

COMPLAINT 

1. 

Pursuant to 2 USC 437:: and 11 CFR ! I 1.4, compleinant alieges: 

Ii. 
Complainant, Washington State Democratic Central Committee, i s  a 

resident of 506 Second Avenue, ii1702, Seattle, WA 99104, and may be reached 
at the following telephone numher (206) 583-0664. 

111. 

Respondent, Vlasliington State Republican Party, i s  n resident of 16400 
Southcenter Parkway, #ZOO, Seatt!e. WA 98 188. 

Respondent's Year End Repoit for the period of July 1, 1997 to 
December 3 1 ,  1997, discloszs a transfer iri the amount of $248,000 from its 
non-federal account to its federal account. Aftnchmet;i A (Derailed Sumr~znry 
Pcge, Line 13). 

The respondent's Scheduk C states that this is a loan of $248,000 from 
the respondent's state exempt account to i ts  federal account, violatirig 11 CFR 
I06.5&)(2)(iii). Aitochnaent B (Sehedirk C: Lonns, bcriorz Aj .  

! I CFR 106.S(p)(iii) states a loan or contribution frorn the non-federal 
account to a federal account is in vioiation of the Federal Election Campaign 
Act. 'The complainant 2sser!s that the respondent knowingly, wE!Ifi.iH.IPly catd 
repeatedly violated the act. The respondent is  currently iindcr review far a 
previous coinplaint-, referred to as MUR 4693, which also dealt wifh the ilkpal 
transfer of state exempt Fumis io the federa! accomt. Aifucltmenf ir (Sch~c/zdt7 C, 
Lonns, Seerion -6). 
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Washington State Dcmocratic Central Committee. Complainant 

Washington State Repuhl icaii Party, Respondent 
\' . 

-- Pa&. 

In response to the Federal Election Commission's request, dated May 1, 1997 (referencing 
Aiiierided Post-General Report (10!16/95-11/25/96), the respondent agreed to repay $365,520.1 1 of 
illegally transferred fimds by .lune 30. 1997. A/tuchnzent C. As of the July 1, 1997 to December 3 I ,  1997 
Year End Report, the respondent had only returned a total of$129,000 ofthe total amount. 
A//cic~hmm/ .4 (De~uiled Srmniui:v Puge, Line 26). 

The respondent's Year End Iteport, July 1 :o Decenibcr 3 1. 1997, discloses the total sum of 
$484.520.1 I as illegally transferred funds. iiftachmcnt B (Sched~ile C, LOUMS. TOIUI). 

I n  lieu ofthe prcvious complaint, which is currently under review, referenced as MUR 4693, the 
respondent has deijberately and repeatedly cornmilled the same violation. The respondent did not 
comply with the Federal E!ections Commission's recommentlation to immediately return the illegally 
transferred money and now hiis wilifidiy vio!ated the act again by illegally ?ransferring $24S,000. Now. 
the total amount of illegai transf'ers is $484.520.1 1. These actions suggest a pattern of illegal activities, 
which will contiriue to occur if not addressed by proper authorities. 

V 

Complainant is not a candidate for political office and is not filing the complaint on behalf of or 
at the request or suggestion or  any candidate. 



Washington State Democratic Ccnlral Commirtec, Complainant 

Washington State Republican Party. Respondent 
Page 3 

v. 

VI. 

In sup poi^ of the foregoing aliegations. the coalplainant presents and files the following 
documents: 

Attachment A: Detded Summary Page, Line 13. Respondent showing an illegal transfer of 
fuilds from the state exempt account to the federal account. 

illegal transfel-s from the previous complaint, MUR 4693. 

from the state exempt account io the federal account. 

transfer for the previous complaint. MUR 4693. 

Detailed Summary Page, Line 26. Respondent showing partial repaynnent of 

Attachgnend '3: Schedule C, Loans, Section A. Respondent Showing an illegal transfer of funds 

Schedule C. Loans, Section 8. ~ e ~ p o t i ~ ~ ~ ~  showing the balance ofthe jliegal 

Scheduli: C. Loans. Total. Respondent showing the total sum of illegal transfers. 
Attachment C: Respondent's letter to the FEC dated May 23, 1997, indicating repayment by 

June 30, 1997. 

&4 
Paul Berendt, Choir 

My commission expires: 
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FEDERcl.L ELECTION COM 
Washington, DC 20463 

Bncfoswe 
Procedures 

November 14, 1997 

Paul Berendt, Chair 
Washington State Democratic Party 
506 Second Avenue, 81702 
Seattle, W.4 93 104 

RE: 4693 

Dear Mr. Berendt: 

possible violations o f  the Federal Election Camp;lign Act of 1971, as amended. The 
respondent(s) will be notified of this complaint within five business days. 

You will be notified 9s sooil a the Federal Election Commission takes final action on 
your complaint. Should you receive my additional information in this matter, please forwad it 
to the Office of the General Coue: l .  Such infomation must be notarized and sworn to in the 
same manner as the original complaint. We have nuolkred this maeter MUR 4693. Please refer 
to &is nlmber in d future commuuicatiorrs. For your infomatian, we hzve attached a brief 
description of the Commission's procedures for handling complaints. 

This letter acknowledges receipt on November 6,1997, of your complaint alleging 

Sincerely, 

Supervisory Attorney 
Central Enfurcement Docket 
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DESCRlPTION OF PRELIMINARY PROCEQUES 
FOR PROCESSING C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A ~ ~ ~ ~  FILED WlTN THE 

FEDERAL El.ECTION C ~ ~ ~ ~ S ~ ~ Q ~  
999 E Street, NW 

Wsdtington, D.C. 20463 
FAX (202) 219-3923 

Gomplainrs filed with the Federal Election Commission shall be referred to the 
Enforcement Division of the Office of the General Counsel, where they arc assigned a MUR 
@latter Under Review) number and forwarded to the Central Enforcement Docket ("CED") for 
processing. Within five days ofreceipt ofthe conqdaink, the Conmission shall notify ail 
respondents referenced in the complaint. in wrking, &at the complaint has been filed, and shall 
iriclude w<th such notification a copy ofthe complaint. Simultaneously, the cornplainant shall be 
notified that the complaint has bcerr received. The respondents shall then have 15 days io 
demonstrate, in writing, thzt no action should be taken against them in response to the complaint. 
If additiond time is needed in which to respond to the c ~ ~ p i ~ ~ ~ ~  the respondents may request an 
extension of time. %he request must be in writing and demonstrate good cause as to why an 
extension should be granted. Piease be advised that not all requests are granted. 

After the response period has elapsed, cases are prioritized and maintained in CED. Gases 
warranting the use of Commission resources are assigned as staiThecome available. Cases not 
warranting the use of Commission resources are dismissed. 

I f a  case is assigned to a staff person, the Office of the General Counsel shall rcpon to the 
Commission, making recommendations based upon a prcliminary iegal and factual analysis of the 
cornpkaint and any submission made by the respondent. The report may recommend that the 
Commission: (a) find reason to believe that rhe complaint sets for& a possible violation of the 
Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amendzd, (hereinafter "the Act"); or (b) find no reason 
to believe that the complaint sets forth a possible violation of the Act and, accordingly, close the 
file. 

If, by an affirmative vote of four Commissioners, the C o d s s i o n  determines that there is 
reason to believe that a respondent has committed or i s  about to commit a violation of the Act. the 
Office of the Generzi Counsel shall open an investigation into the matter. During the 
investige?ion, the Commission has the power to subpoena documents, to subpoena individuals to 
appear for deposition, and to order written anss~eis 10 inrenrogataries. A respondent ma)' be 
contacted riiorc than once by the Commission during this pime. 

if during this period of investigation, a respondexit indicates ;I desire to enter icto 
conciliatiun. the Office ofthe General Counsel may reconmmd that the Commission enter into 
conciliariori prior to a finding o f  probable zawe to beiieve rhat a violation has been conmi~ed.  
COnCiliaKion is an attempt to correct or prevect n violation of the Act by infotinal methods of 



conference and persuasion. Most often, the result oftonciliation is an agreement signed by the 
Commission and the respondent. The conciliation iagreerncnt must be adopted by four votes of 
the Commission in order to become final. After signatme by the Commission and the respondent, 
the Conciliation Agreement is made pub!ic within 30 days ofthe closing o f  h e  entire file. 

If the investigation warrants, and no conciiiaiion agreement has been entered into prior to a 
prclbabk cause to believe iinding, the General Counsel must notify The respondent o f  hisher intent 
to recommend that the Commission proceed to a vote on probable cause to believe that a violation 
of the Act has been comi t t ed  or is about to be com;nitted. The General Counsel shall send the 
respondent a brief setting forth hisher position on the IegaI and factual issues of the case. A 
response briei stating respondent’s position on the issues may be submitted within IS days o f  
receipt of the General Counsel’s Brief. Both briefs are then filed with the Commission Secretary 
and. considered by the Commission. ‘Thereafter, if the Commission determines, by an affirmative 
vote offour Commissioners, that there is probable cause to believe that a violation of the Act has  
been committed or is about to be cornniitted, the Commission must conciliate wirh the respondent 
for a period of at least 30 days, but not more than 90 days. If the Commission is unable to correct 
or prevent m y  viohtion though conciliation. the Office of the General Counsel may recommend 
that the Cormission file a civil suit to enforce the Act against the respondent. Therefore, the 
Cornmission may, upon the affimapive vote of four Commissioners, institute civil action for relief‘ 
in the United States District Coiin. 

See 2 U.S.C. 0437g and 11 C.F.R. Part II!. 

May !996 


